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2020 FIAF Annual Report: Korean Film Archive (KOFA)

1. Annual Acquisitions
	Format
	Quantity

	Film
	911

	Digital Cinema
	1,155

	Videos
	949

	Textual materials (incl. books and scripts)
	1,698

	Images (incl. posters and still photos)
	9,149

	Archival and other materials
	607


In Korea, once a film is given a rating, its original and a copy must be submitted to the Korean Film Archive (KOFA) within 60 days of the date of classification by law. By this submission system, KOFA collected 903 titles of Korean films in 2020—in the format of digital cinema. In addition, 13 fiction and 8 non-fiction films were discovered and acquired. A total of 3,005 still images from films produced in the 1940s~1980s were digitally scanned and collected—in addition to 73 still images from films produced in the 1930s. As for international acquisitions, 5 titles of early motion pictures related to Korea—assumed to have been produced in the 1920s~1930s—were acquired from the Gosfilmofond and Arsenal – Institute for Film and Video Art. Furthermore, 166 titles of Korean independent films were newly collected through the Independent Film Archive Project. 


2. Progress and Issues in the Field of Preservation
	Inspection & Preservation per Category
	Quantity

	Film
	   1,840

	Digital Cinema
	DSM
	722

	
	DCP
	466

	
	Sound
	600

	Video · Audio data
	6,556

	Paper materials (texts, posters, flyers)
	8,202

	Photo materials (still photos, still films)
	169,533

	Archival materials (props, costumes, etc.)
	434


KOFA inspected and preserved a total of 1,840 in 2020, which involved regular inspection of registered cultural assets and film submissions, inspection and repair of collected films, inspection of incoming and outgoing films and preservation of films affected by the vinegar syndrome. Based on the results of vinegar syndrome tests (using AD-strips), 800 films (6,125 rolls) with the highest level (Level 1) of acetification were treated with molecular sieves. As of 2020, KOFA holds a total of 12, 651 titles (24,472 films). 


3. Cataloguing, Documentation and Research
Thanks to the large-scale outsourced cataloguing service and specialized in-house personnel, KOFA catalogued a total of 46,218 pieces of data (including 2,306 audio-visual materials, 24,006 images, 4,632 documents, and 160 archival materials), and digitized 519 still photos to create a database of 12,600—in addition to a database of 3,341 film titles and 3,587 filmmakers. The list of data and the digitized materials are available on the Korean Movie Database (KMDb) (www.kmdb.or.kr) and also via the KOFA library’s digital information service system. The eleven KOFA collections, newly launched in 2020 and organized by subject and doner, are available online: www.koreafilm.or.kr/collection
	Collection
	Content

	KOFA Digitally Restored Works
	List of digitized or digitally restored films (2006~2019)

	Major Digitized Works (2018)
	Introduction to digitally restored works in 2018 (before and after comparisons)

	Major Digitized Works (2019)
	Introduction to digitally restored works in 2019 (before and after comparisons)

	The 40th anniversary of the May 18 Democratic Movement.
	In commemoration of the 40thanniversary of the May 18 Democratic Movement—introduction to relevant works and KOFA’s related holdings 

	Joseon Theatre Weekly Bulletins during the Japanese Colonial Era 
	Joseon theatre weekly bulletins during the Japanese colonial era

	The 70th Anniversary of the Outbreak of the Korean War
	In commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War—introduction to relevant works and KOFA’s related holdings

	Pioneers
	Introduction to female filmmakers of Korea and KOFA’s related holdings

	Norbert Weber Films
	Introduction to St. Ottilien Archabbey collection of Norbert Weber films

	Film Magazines (1946~1969)
	Introduction to KOFA’s collection of film magazines published in 1946~1969

	Han Woo-seob & Han Hyu-ho: Father & Son Collection
	Films collected and donated by Yonhap Film Corporation (CEO Han Gyu-ho) 

	Foreign Film Flyers from the 1950s
	Flyers of foreign films released in Korea during the 1950s




4. Film Screenings, Exhibitions, Publications & Educational Programmes
a) Key Screenings & Programmes 
A total of 255 screenings of 188 films were conducted in KOFA’s three theatres (321, 150 and 30 seats respectively)—attracting 19,188 viewers. A number of timely special programmes were held including screenings of selected Korean and foreign films and the 40th anniversary of the May 18 Democratic Movement programme. When the theatres remained due to measures against Covid-19, online screenings of 207 films via KMDb, YouTube and Naver TV resulted in 333,005 views. The audio-visual project Round and Around—which made use of footage of Korea’s modern and contemporary history—renewed the historical and cultural values of archival materials. 
KMDb  www.kmdb.or.kr
YouTube  www.youtube.com/user/KoreanFilm
NaverTV  tv.naver.com/koreanfilm
	Type
	Programme
	Dates
	Co-organized by

	Offline
	Year-end Bonus, Indie 2019
	01.11~01.23
	

	
	The 8th Japan Foundation Movie Festival
	01.28~02.09
	Japan Foundation Seoul

	
	Cinematheque KOFA’s 10 Best Korean Movies of 2019
	02.11~02.21
	

	
	Korean Animation Series: What If It Happens?
	05.27~08.14
	

	
	Coffee & Cinema: A Cup of KOFA
	05.27~08.20
	

	
	Memories of Underdevelopment
	11.03~11.08
	

	
	Indie Film Showcase
	11.20~11.22
	The Association of Korean Independent Film & Video

	
	Round and Around
	11.28
	Asia Culture Institute

	Online
	Director Bong Joon-ho’s PICK
	03.13~03.28
	

	
	The 70th Anniversary of the Outbreak of the Korean War Commemorative Program
	06.25~12.31
	

	
	Through the Grapevine: Korean Cult Films
	08.24~09.07
	

	
	Korea-Russia Online Film Festival
	12.15~12.22
	Korean Foundation for International Cultural Exchange (KOFICE)

	Online & Offline
	The May 18th Democratic Uprising 40thAnniversary Commemorative Program
	05.16~06.08
	

	
	Indie Docu: Civic Self-discipline and Social Solidarity
	07.31~08.14
	Indie Docu Festival

	
	Cities on Film: Taipei
	06.16~11.24
	

	
	Fassbinder-Schroeter-Wenders
	09.08~11.01
	Goethe-Institut Korea

	
	The Safdies
	09.28~12.03
	



b) Exhibitions
KOFA’s exhibitions ran for 122 days, attracting a total of 22,638 viewers. Two special exhibitions were held—available to watch via the VR online exhibition hall: www.koreafilm.or.kr/museum/exhibition/now
	Exhibition
	Dates
	Content

	Forbidden Imagination, Suppressed Scars: Korean Films that Overcame 100 Years of Censorship
	2019.10.29. ~ 2020.5.24.
	Using censorship documents and films in KOFA’s collection, this special exhibition explores the 100 years of Korean cinema under the theme of censorship.

	Chaotic Times, Misaligned Paths: Filmmakers after Liberation
	2020.7.7. ~ 2021.2.10
	This special exhibition sheds light on the misaligned paths of filmmakers in North and South after librartion.



c) DVD & Blu-ray
	Category
	No. of Titles (Subtitles)
	Films

	Blu-ray
	3 titles 
(subtitles in English, Japanese)
	Early Rain (Jung Jin-woo, 1966)
North Korean Partisan in South Korea (Chung Ji-young, 1990)
The Flower in Hell (Shin Sang-ok, 1958)

	DVD
	1 set, 4 titles 
(subtitles available in 7 languages incl. Korean)
	Theme: Film and the Korean War
The Battle Line of Freedom (Kim Hong, 1955), 
A Hero without Serial Number (Lee Man-hee, 1966),
Testimony (Im Kwon-taek, 1973), 
To the Starry Island (Park Kwang-su, 1993)
* For distribution in overseas cultural institutes and other film related institutes



d) Symposiums
	Theme
	Date
	Notes

	Experiencing War, Producing Film and Archiving
	2020. 10. 24
	Livestreamed on YouTube in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the Korean War

	Theatre and Film Culture of Colonial Gyeongseong Seen through Weekly Bulletins and Flyers
	2020. 12. 12.
	Livestreamed on YouTube






e) Educational Programmes
	Programme
	Dates
	Target
	Content

	Light + Shadow
	8.11~9.11 
(2 sessions)
	Preschool
	Visual play programme using light and shadow

	Preschool Children Experiential Programme
	1.8~2.4 
(12 sessions)
	Preschool
Children
	Short animation film screenings and creative activities

	KOFA Live Kids’ Club
	7.17~12.18 
(15 sessions)
	
	Storytelling and creative activities related to film

	My Own Paper Projector
	12.4~12.18
(1 session)
	
	Creating your own film story with projector production kits and educations videos

	KOFA Fun during Lockdown
	6.24~12.28 
(7 sessions)
	Children
	Understanding the principles of moving image with afterimage effect experience kits and educational videos

	KOFA Picture Book Concert
	11.20 
(1 session)
	Preschool
Children
Family
	Concert in connection with the original picture book of the animation Doggy Poo

	Step by Staff
	6.27~12.5 
(7 sessions)
	Teenagers
	Guest speakers’ talks on working in film industry

	Short Film Challenge
	9.19~11.7 
(7 sessions)
	
	Short film production workshop

	Genre Film in My Room
	9.19~11.7 
(7 sessions)
	
	Genre film production workshop

	Film Journalism Kit for Young People
	9.28~10.26 
(5 sessions)
	
	Writing film criticism

	Media Lab
	10.24~12.5 
(6 sessions)
	
	Media literacy and film production practical workshop

	Cinema x Literature
	7.25~9.5 
(4 sessions)
	Adults
	Comparing classical films and their adaptations

	Film Journalism Kit
	8.13~9.3 
(4 sessions) 
	
	Writing film criticism 

	Private Lives in Film
	10.23~11.12 
(4 sessions)
	
	Vocations in film industry

	People of KOFA
	11.24~12.15 
(4 sessions)
	
	KOFA staff introducing the work of an archivist




5. Budget
The total budget for 2020 was 13,561,000,000 KRW (12,228,133 USD). KOFA is funded entirely by the Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, of which it is a subsidiary organisation. 
	

6. International Relations 
In cooperation with the Korean Film Council (KOFIC), KOFA digitized three classical films held by the Philippine Film Archive, the Ministry Culture and Fine Art of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Motion Picture Development Branch (Republic of the Union of Myanmar), including Atsay (Eddie Garcia, 1978)—as part of the 2019 Korea-ASEAN Classical Film Digitization Project. 
	KOFA attended the general meetings of FIAF and SEAPAVAA as a member, and distributed KOFA Restoration online—introducing works restored and digitized by KOFA(eng.koreafilm.or.kr/kof
a/news/BC_0000056614).
	For Cinematheque KOFA’s online and offline screenings, KOFA received the screening materials of 11 films from Fondazione Cineteca di Bologna, Filmmuseum München and Taiwan Film and Audiovisual Institute.
7. Film Restoration
a) Printing and Developing Films for Preservation Purposes
	Media
	Quantity (titles)
	Notes

	Film reproduction of master positives from original 35mm colour negatives for preservation purposes
	26
	· KOFA runs the only film processing lab in Korea.
· Including 12 films with severe vinegar syndrome results (above level 3)
· Out of the 26 titles: contact printing 23 and wet optical printing 3


After three years of in-house research from 2018, KOFA successfully conducted wet optical printing.

b) Film Digitization
	Media
	Quantity (titles)
	Notes

	Film Digitization
	50
	- 4K digitization and sound restoration of 46 titles including Byung-tae and Young-ja (Ha Gil-jong, 1979)
- 2K digitization and sound restoration of 4 titles including The Light of a Factory (Lee Eun, 1987)
※ Three titles including Yonggwangno (Min Jeong-sik, 1949) were digitized from cellulose nitrate-based films.


KOFA launched a research and restoration project aimed at Norbert Weber films collected by St. Ottilien Archabbey (2015), whereby it reviewed the originals, rearranged the subtitles, revised speed and examined colour gamut. Five titles including In the Land of Morning Calm (1925) were successfully restored. 

c) Digital Restoration
	Title (Director)
	Original Source
	Screening Format
	Collaborative Partner
	Restoration Partner

	The Widow(Park Nam-ok, 1955)
	16mm/ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	Image Power Station

	The Flower in Hell(Shin Sang-ok, 1958)
	16mm/DN
35mm/MP
	4K/DCP
	-
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk65145033]The DMZ(Park Sang-ho, 1965)
	16mm/DN
35mm/MP
	4K/DCP
	National Archives of Korea
	

	Why Has Bodhi-Dharma Left for the East?(Bae Yong-kyoon, 1989)
	35mm/ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	

	North Korean Partisan in South Korea
(Chung Ji-young, 1990)
	35mm/ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	

	Spinning the Tales of Cruelty towards Women(Lee Doo-young, 1983)
	35mm/ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	
N/A 

	The Light of a Factory(Lee Eun, 1987)
	16mm/RP
	4K/DCP
	-
	

	The Marriage Life(Kim Eui-suk, 1992)
	35mm,ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	

	Gooseflesh(Yoon Jong-chan, 2001)
	35mm/ON
	4K/DCP
	-
	


Over the course of two years from 2019, KOFA digitally restored the 35mm master positive and 16mm dupe negative of The DMZ (Park Sang-ho, 1965)—on loan from the National Archives of Korea. With a sevenfold increase in the budget for restoration in 2020 (compared to the previous year), three severely damaged works including The Widow (Park Nam-ok, 1955) were digitally restored. The digital restoration of five films by an outsourcing agency was fully subsidized by the government. No subtitles were added to the restored films.
